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At a Crossroads
After many months of effort, our contract proposal
has been held up in the state budget process. We are
awaiting a response from the Governor's Office of Employee Relations to conclude the process. We continue to press for a settlement.
Our NYSUT/UUP reps have been working hard to
bring the process to a good conclusion. That will continue during this critical period in July. We reached
out to our friends as well, including LI State senators
and assemblymen. We are fortunate to have one of
our own, Assemblyman Harvey Weisenberg, a longterm lifeguard at LI beaches and an advocate in state
government.

Since this a statewide issue, we are calling
you to join us en masse, in uniform, to show the
Governor that he can’t ignore us anymore. Bring
friends, family and co-workers. Guards who are
also teachers should contact their NYSUT teacher
local, encouraging them to join other NYSUT members fighting for a contract. Show them the letter.

The letter on page 2 is an eloquent summary of
our position. It is only part of the activity NYSUT,
UUP and the JBLC are involved in. Beginning with
the picketing, an overall strategy has been formulated. As this process unfolds, we will ramp up our
efforts to convince the State to successfully conclude our Taylor Law-based collective bargaining
The Legislature left for the July 4th holiday, but will negotiations as soon as possible. Since we cannot
return July 19th. We recently posted a request for ac- publicly divulge the specifics, we encourage you to
tion on your part. We need everyone to contact their contact your Delegate for more details.
legislator before they return, urging them to act on
our behalf. The squeaky wheel gets the oil. If you have This will work. But we need EVERYONE to act!
another way to contact them, please do so. But we
Enough is enough! There is strength in numbers.
are encouraging you to use our process first. Click on If you cannot come, use the link and motivate your
http://bit.ly/aL8Rgj and follow the simple instruc- co-workers to do the same.
tions. The Legislature’s return provides another opportunity to make our case. Let’s make the best of it.
NYSLC President Bruce Meirowitz displaying some of the placards.

The JBLC Beach Rep Assembly (BRA) met at West
Bath House at Jones Beach on Wednesday, July 13.
Our NYSUT rep Peter Martineau updated us on the
current status of our contract proposal. Everyone was
extremely frustrated and calling for the Corps to act
now.
After much review, we agreed to begin with informational picketing at Jones Beach Field 6 on Wed.
July 21, at 8:30 AM. NYSLC President Bruce Meirowitz
displayed the placards. “Contract Now”, “8 Years No
Raise”, “Lifeguards Do More With Less” and “Saving
Lives for 8 Years without a Contract” are some of the
slogans. The media has been alerted and is coming.

